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Students for Change

The
Students for Change’ group visited
a grade one class at Douglas Park
Elementary this week to talk about
solving problems and being a good
friend. Thanks to Makayla G,
Christina B, Sophia A, Hailee M,
Ryan S, Chastine H and Nathan C for their leadership, energy and enthusiasm! Thank you very
much to Ms Shepherd and her
students for giving us such a warm
welcome!

Evening of Dance

The LSS end of semester show is Thursday June 2nd at 7pm in the small
gym. Tickets are $5. Tickets are available at the door.
The show is titled "Stand Up 2016". The dancers are standing up for what
they believe in, from fighting for equality, race and gender to standing up for love,
friendship and life.
"Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit
down and listen" -Winston Churchill
"I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless of racism
and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become reality...
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word" - Martin
Luther King, Jr.
**This also features a dance that was performed at the Truth and Reconciliation Plaque
Assembly at LSS about the residential schools. In addition there is a dance which
features a collaboration between Dance, poetry and photography, involving a few
students from English and Photography. Look forward to seeing you at the show!

SPOTLIGHT ON AVID PROGRAM at LSS
WHAT IS AVID?
AVID is a school-wide program that helps students take their post-secondary dreams and
turn them into a reality. It is an elective
course that students can choose to take
each year from grade 9 all the way
through to grade 12. AVID targets
‘middle of the road’ students who tend
to coast at school and who usually

achieve grades in the C – C+/B range, but who have the capability to reach A’s. AVID
supports them as they reach for their academic potential.
AVID stands for ‘ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION’. The individual
determination part is key – each AVID student has to want to be in the program … his or
her parents and teachers can’t want it more than he or she does. The success that comes as
a result of being in AVID is not magic – students have to be willing to put in the effort and to
embrace new strategies for learning. And it works! Many AVID graduates have returned to
tell us that AVID helped to improve their work ethic, their passion for learning and was the
foundation of their success in their post-secondary studies.
A significant amount of learning in the AVID classroom is collaborative … together, students
learn new ways of note-taking, of asking questions and of studying. AVID students are
expected to succeed in some of the most rigorous courses in High School. Through AVID,
students learn how to begin taking responsibility for their own education.
AVID Teachers follow their students from grade 9 to 12 and in this way, teachers and
students in this program all come to know each other very, very well. Each AVID classroom
becomes an extended family.
AVID isn’t for everyone. AVID is not a remedial program or a homework study block.
Students who are already receiving an additional level of support within the school will not
be eligible for AVID.
AVID students work hard but they also have fun! Team-building days and post-secondary
campus visits take place every year. In the 2015 – 2016 school year alone, our current AVID
students will have visited BCIT, Kwantlen Polytechnic, University of the Fraser Valley,
Trinity Western University, Thompson River University, UBC Okanagan, and the University
of Victoria.
We, at LSS, are very proud of our AVID
program and of our AVID students - there are
currently 80 AVID students at Langley
Secondary. Applying and being admitted to
AVID is a rigorous process. Right now we are
in the midst of processing applications for
next year’s AVID classes and are very excited
about the caliber of students who have
applied so far.
Please feel free to email or call Ms StewartLee in Counselling (mstewartlee@sd35.bc.ca) or Mr Wicker in Administration
(swicker@sd35.bc.ca) if you have any questions about the AVID program at LSS.

AVID Student Profile

AVID students are generally kids who:
• Are currently in the academic middle (C - B range) but are not meeting their
potential
• May show strong test scores, but may lack test-taking strategies or study skills
• Don’t always hand in homework assignments due to lack of organization and/or
time management
• Have appropriate classroom behavior
• Show an individual determination for success and are willing to take a rigorous
course of study in High School
• Have a goal of attending a post-secondary institution and may be the first in their
family to attend post-secondary level study
• Do not currently receive any academic support outside of their regular classroom
• Would benefit from direction, organization and classroom support
• May be dealing with special circumstances that are impeding their success
AVID students are NOT generally kids who:
• Already have academic support through a Resource/LA or ESL program
• Have a learning or behavioural designation
• Show little individual determination for success and want to take the least
challenging course of study.
• Think that AVID will be a free study block
Quotes from Teachers
“It is awesome to see the silly,
disorganized children turn into
mature, organized young adults with
focus. Following the students for 4
years is rewarding. The university
visits, note taking, critical analysis,
guest speakers helps prepare the
students for all life after
graduation. Ms. Ellis – grade 12 AVID
“One AVID strategy the grade 9 students have really embraced, and taken ownership of with
their writing, is the "into/through/beyond" approach. Their ability to explore a topic through a
shared experience or reading and then make further connections keeps getting stronger.” Mr.
Brian Leonard

AVID 10 Awards!
AVID 10 Student of the Month – Andrea Bolivar
AVID 10 Outstanding Academic Performance – Sophia
Pearson
AVID Team Player – Mack Berry and Nick Tai
AVID Most Improved – Sasha Kamenjasevic

AVID Grads of 2015

AVID Classes Go to Victoria
Our AVID 9, 10, 11 and 12 classes visited the University of Victoria as well as the Legislative
Building this week.
Special thanks to our
AVID teachers for all
the extras they do for
these students in
preparing them to be
successful in their
post secondary
dreams!

AVID and Research
One goal of AVID for students to be prepared for post-secondary. With this in mind, one aspect
of AVID Social Studies is learning how to do research.
An I-Search project breaks down how to do
research into manageable chunks. Students are
given a step-by-step process on how to properly
research a topic. Phases I-IV must be provided in
a written format.
I-Search steps:
Phase I – The opening
1. Brainstorm what you already know.
2. Create a driving question.
3. Write a preliminary thesis statement.
Phase II – The research process
Explain the steps of your research.
I. Where did you start?
II. How did this lead you to other sources such as book, periodical, internet sites, etc…?
III. What resources and materials did you find?
IV. How did your research change your assumptions about this topic?
V. What’s your new thesis?
Phase III – Analysis:
1. Read materials, taking notes and citing sources as you go.
2. State the basic information you discovered.

3. Describe your analysis. How does the information support your thesis?
4. Support your argument with details, examples, and quotations from your research.
Phase IV – Growth as a Researcher
1. What skills did you develop or improve during your research?
2. Describe any frustrations or celebrations you experienced.
3. How might you conduct research differently in the future?
Phase V – The Final Product
Unless the teacher prefers a specific format, students choose the format in which they
demonstrate their learning.

TRADES I - Turf Science Event In partnership with the Township of Langley, Kwantlen Polytechnic
University and First Green, our Trades I Students
learned first hand about the management of turf
fields and how to apply their science and math skills
to this work! KPU has a Turf Management Diploma
Program that trains its students to work with sports
fields and golf courses.

Engaged Learning using Cell phones!

