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Principal’s Message 
 
Welcome Back! All the staff at LSS sincerely hope that all of you had a wonderful 
break and an enjoyable, and relaxing holiday season with family and friends. We 
were very happy to welcome our LSS students back to school following the Winter 
break.  I want to thank our PAC committee for their volunteer time with the 
Christmas market which raised funds for the school.  
  
Due to the late return this January, we find the end of Semester 1 fast approaching 
and encourage the students to focus on their work.  Students from Gr 9 – 11 
attended Grade Assemblies during the first week back to receive information 
regarding Hall passes, My Spaces App, the Breakfast and Lunch programs, and 
Semester Turnaround. Please see later in the newsletter for more information 
about the end of semester schedule. The Grade 12 Capstone presentations are 
proving to be multifaceted bodies of work showcasing their substantial work. Well 
done!   
 
January also means we are already starting the process of planning for the 2024/25 
school year. Our administration and counselling team are busy preparing our 
school’s Course Guide and Course Planning schedule for February. Our counsellors 
will visit grade 8 HD Stafford on Tuesday February 6th to discuss courses for next 
year. Students in grade 9 through 11 will be having Course Planning Assemblies on 
February 7th and will be required to select their courses for next year online using 
MyEDBC by the end of February / March. Course descriptions will be available on 
our school website shortly. Please see later in the newsletter for information about 
our Course Planning Info Night for Parents on Wednesday, February 7th.  

 
New to Semester 2 will be Professional Learning Community time. Please find a 
letter to all families explaining this time and the dates involved. There is no effect 
on the bell schedule and minimal impact on instructional time.   
 
It is going to be a very busy three months until Spring Break. Welcome back!  
 
Diane Smillie   
Principal  
  

January 24 – Jazz Band Music 
Festival – Langley Fine Arts @ 
7:00 pm 
January 25 – Gr. 9 
Immunizations  
January 26 & 29 – Transition 
Days (regular classes not in 
session) 
January 30 – Semester Turn 
Around Day (classes not in 
session) 
January 31 – Semester 2 begins 
February 1 – Pathways to The 
Future @ WGSS 
February 2 – Gr. 9 Course 
Planning Assembly@ 10am 
February 2 – Parent Info Night 
@ 7pm 
February 5 – Gr. 12 Scholarship 
Assembly (REP) 
February 5 – First Semester 
Report Cards Published 
February 6 – Gr. 8 Course 
Planning at HDS @ 10am 
February 16 – Pro D Day (classes 
not in session) 
February 19 – Family Day 
(school closed) 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Semester Transition Days – Secondary 
 

THURS. JAN 25th  FRI. JAN 26th  MON. JAN 29th  TUES. JAN 30th   WED. JAN 31st   
Last day of 
Semester 1  

C2  

  

Gr 9 Career 
Conversations  

(30 minutes) 

Gr 10 Literacy 
Assessments  

Transition 
Meetings – no Gr. 
11 or 12 students 

9:00 AM Marks 
Due  

Taste of LSS (HDS 
Gr 8 student visit)  

No Gr. 9 – 12 
students 

   

Semester 
Turnaround Day  

 
No school for 

students 

First day of 
Semester 2 

A2  

What are Semester Transition Days?  

As part of the District’s Strategic Plan goals, schools are highlighting student transitions with various activities 
including but not limited to the following:  

• Transition meetings for teachers, admin and counsellors to discuss students’ progress. 
• Career Conversations for Grade 9 students  
• Taste of LSS:  School visit from Grade 8 students from HD Stafford for orientation and a peek of what high 

school looks like. 

 What does this mean for students? 

• Not all students will be attending school on any or all of these days;  
• Please refer to the schedule to see when students need to be at school.  Teachers may also reach out if a 

student has work to complete for their course.  

These days are structured with the intention to ensure a smooth transition for our students and help foster 
student learning. If you have any questions, please speak with an Administrator.  

 



Friday, January 19, 2023 Issue #8 

Page 3  
 

 

 

 Chronicle 
 

SEC:  Pathways to the Future Family Event 

The SD35 Career Education Department is excited to bring back the Pathways to the Future Event on February 1, 
2024, from 7:00-8:30 pm at Walnut Grove Secondary School.  

This event is open to all interested families from middle years and beyond with the following goals for students and 
parents/caregivers:  

• to build knowledge of district trades and career programs   
• to benefit from learning about the Youth Apprenticeship program in our district   
• to build connections to career success, both within our district programs and beyond, through post-

secondary pathways    

Representatives from various post-secondary institutions, Skilled Trades BC, as well as our Youth Train in Trades & 
Dual Credit instructors will be in attendance to answer questions and share information. This event is a great one-
stop-shop for families to start learning about pathways to future student success! 

We ask administrators to please regularly share & promote the digital poster through the link below in your 
newsletter communications in the month of January. Physical posters have already been sent to all middle and 
secondary schools. 

Pathways to the Future Poster (7) (1).png 

Please reach out to Kendra Simonetto with any questions. 
 

  

https://langleyschoolsca-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/personal/gkozlovic_sd35_bc_ca/EQhuLvG77w1ImcsBLGvKVEgB8r3C10JyHxLNaI58vvClag?e=BGAl3D
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Second Semester Course Change Information 
 
See Grade's Counselling Team for the classes scheduled for second semester. This will help when filling out the 
form. Please note that some courses may be full. 
 
Below you will find a link to the course change request form for second semester. This form is open until February 
9th. If your course change request has been met, your counsellor will contact you by February 13th so make sure to 
be checking your Teams!  
 
Course Change Request Form: https://forms.office.com/r/6VN5d65Vyi 
 
Only Grade 12 Students have permission to make counselling appts for course changes at this time. If your 
counsellor needs to see you about your request, you will be contacted. 
 
If you don't know your schedule, please sign on to your MyEd account. You will also be receiving a copy during 
homeroom on the first day of second semester (January 31). 
 
Need help with MyEd? Visit this link. 
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/myedbc-family-portal-help/ 
 

  

https://forms.office.com/r/6VN5d65Vyi
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/myedbc-family-portal-help/
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Semester 2 
 
Dear LSS Families: 
 
As we begin the second semester of the school year, the staff at LSS will be implementing Professional Learning 
Community Time (PLC Time). These days allow our educators to share knowledge and work together on a Response 
to Intervention (RTI) to support students. Second semester will include 6 sessions between February and June and 
will involve an altered bell schedule to accommodate the activity the students will be attending. 
 
During PLC time, teachers work together in collaborative teams rather than in isolation and take collective 
responsibility for student learning. LSS teachers will focus on team- developed, common formative assessments 
based on the prioritized learning standards identified at each grade level. 
 
As teachers are collaborating, students from grades 9-12 will attend assemblies/events under the supervision of 
Admin and Support Staff. The opportunities for students range from course planning info sessions to guest 
speakers. PLC Days are listed below along with a sample of an altered bell schedule. Please note, school start and 
end times will not change on these days. 
 
PLC Days: February 7, February 28, March 6, April 10, May 1, May 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, we look forward to working with your child. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
us at 604-534-4171. 
 
Diane Smillie, Principal 
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Scholarships 
 
Monday, February 5th Grade 12 Scholarship Assembly. 
 
There will be a Grade 12 Assembly during REP Time for information about scholarship applications. Students are 
asked to keep an eye out for scholarship opportunities announced through the Counselling Teams channel.   
 
Gr. 10 Literacy Assessments 
 
Grade 10’s will be writing their Literacy Assessment this Friday, January 26th during the transition day. Grade 10’s 
will write their Numeracy Assessments in June. Please note that Literacy 10 and Numeracy 10 assessments are 
provincial assessments that are a graduation requirement. 
 
Grade 12’s who still need to write assessments may also be scheduled during class time this week. Students have 
been individually contacted with a scheduled time. 
 
Grade 10 Students Provincial Literacy Assessment 
 
Friday, January 26th 8:45-11:45 
A131/A132 (Computer Labs) 
Last names: Adh – Fou 
 
Friday, January 26th 8:45 - 11:45 
A114/A115  
Last names: Fran – Lim 
 
Friday, January 26th 12:00 – 3:00 
A131/A132 (Computer Labs) 
Last names: Lin – Sca 
 
Friday, January 26th 12:00 – 3:00 
A114/A115 (Computer Labs) 
Last names: Sch - Zat 
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Gr. 9 Immunizations 
 
On Thursday January 25th, the Langley Public Health Nurses will be coming to the school to conduct the annual 
Grade 9 Immunizations.  Students will be called down in the morning alphabetically.   
 
Course Planning and Course Selection Guide For 2024/2025 
 
Course planning for the 2024/25 school year for students currently in grades 9 through 11 will begin in February. 
Our Course Selection Guide, which outlines all the courses available at LSS next year will be available online on our 
website within the next week.  
 
Course Selection Grade Assemblies: Wednesday, February 7th Grade 9 – 11   
Students will have an opportunity to attend a Course Selection Assembly on February 7th. These assemblies will be 
led by our counsellors and will provide students with information on required courses for their next grade as well as 
graduation requirements and elective options.   
  
Course Planning Parent Info Night: Wednesday, February 7th   
 
All parents of students currently in grade 9 through 11 are strongly encouraged to attend our Course Planning 
Parent Information Evening on Wednesday, February 7th  
 
At 7:00 pm. During this presentation, our counsellors will review course and graduation requirements for all 
students and there will be an opportunity for parents to ask our counsellors and administrators questions about 
programming for the 2024/25 school year. Please see the time below:   
 
Grade 8 Parent/Guardian – 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm with a tour of the building  
 
Grades 9 -11 Parent/Guardian - 7:00 pm with optional tour of the building  
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Math Contest Signup 2023-2024  

Registration deadlines are February 15 (for Gr. 9 – 11) and March 7 (for Gr. 12) 

For more information about these contests:  
http://www.cemc.uwaterloo.ca/contests/past_contests.html 

The grade 9-11 contests are on Wednesday, February 28, 2024 during first period (block C) in the library learning 
commons. 

The grade 12 contest is on Wednesday, April 3 from 8:50am to 11:20am (blocks A & B) in the library learning 
commons. 

Students who are interested in writing this contest can see Mr. Van Bergen in room A125 or ask their math teacher 
to sign them up. 

 

SEC:  District Jazz Band Festival – Wednesday, January 24 - CHANGE OF DATE  
 
Please note that the Secondary District Jazz Band Festival previously scheduled for Thursday, January 25 has been 
moved to Wednesday, January 24 at Langley Fine Arts due to a booking conflict. 
 
  

http://www.cemc.uwaterloo.ca/contests/past_contests.html
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Grad News 
 
The Grad Council designed this year’s Grad Wear as seen below with option in Black, White and Dark Green.  
Information will be released shortly to put your order through school cash online.   
 

 
 
Dry Grad 
 
Hello All, 
  
The Purdy’s fundraising for LSS Dry Grad has been set up. The program gives 25% of the profit back to the Dry Grad! 
The Easter order deadline will be March 4, 2024, with a pick-up date on March 17, 2024. 
  
Please use the link below, click join a campaign and start shopping! 
https://fundraising.purdys.com/1921687-115068 
  
Share the link with family and friends! 
  
Thank you,  
 
LSS Dry Grad Committee 
  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffundraising.purdys.com%2F1921687-115068&data=05%7C02%7Ccbeach%40sd35.bc.ca%7Cc8371347f6e34cf2e37508dc161a10e9%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C638409548424452330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YN0%2FRr0DDBrcrwWDLDQ1jfSyOTudeNn4gx7pCiK1sgs%3D&reserved=0
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Final Report Cards for Semester 1 – Monday, February 5  
 
We are continuing to have report cards available through the Parent Portal on MyEdBC. There are several benefits 
associated with being able to access this feature on MyEdBC for parents. The Parent Portal gives parents access to 
check attendance, class progress, student schedules, and also download report cards. Instructions for accessing the 
Parent Portal can be found here. Parents who already have an account and are having difficulty accessing the Portal 
please contact the school office.  

Parents without accounts will need to have an email account to be able to access the Parent Portal. If you do not 
yet have an account, please click on the MyEdBC Assistance Form.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proficient is the goal, to get the student to the door so to speak.  New grade level with new material could imply 
that students may not be at the door but are walking towards it.  This would be considered Emerging and / or 
Developing. Students who go through the door, can demonstrate the skill with application and who can level up the 
skill complexity may be considered Extending.  This standard is rare.  Insufficient evidence is to be avoided at all 
costs and may be seen as a Final Mark.  
 
Student Reflections are part of the Ministry’s new reporting order.  These will begin with the focus on the 
“Thinking” Core Competency with students using My Spaces App to collect evidence and write reflections.   
  

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/myedbc-family-portal-help/
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/myedbc-family-portal-help/myedbc-request-for-assistance-form/
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Athletics 
 
We are entering playoff time for most teams. This week, the highlight of the week was Coralie Entz, who qualified 
on Wednesday to represent L.S.S. in the 2024 Cross-Country Provincials in Crescent Park next Saturday! 
Congratulations to Gr 11 student, Sierra Hamilton who has been selected in rugby elite u18 for world rugby 
representing BC and Canada. Thank you to all the fall coaches as we wrap up the regular season of play! The 
student-athletes appreciate all they do for them. We have the strongest staff-led coaching staff in the district, 
which leads to better connections in the community where we work, play, and live. Hoodies have arrived and can 
be bought on School Cash Online!  
 

 
 
Merch:  Hoodies have been ordered 
and will arrive in the next two weeks; 
pictures are on the following page with the 
designs! We will have black, light grey, dark 
grey, and white base options. Price is to be 
determined so wait for an update! Hats are 
now available at the store for $20. We still 
have plenty of the $10 special t-shirts left, 
so buy yours next week! 
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Career News  
 
Pathways to the Future Night (Parents and Students)   
Thursday February 1st, @WGSS from 7:00 – 8:30pm   
Mark your calendars, this is an event you don't want to miss! Last year over 200 families came out to learn about 
the many opportunities that are available to high school students. Spend a night considering what offerings may be 
of most value to your teen.  
 
Film & TV Industry Field Trip (Grade 9 - 12 students) 
When: Wednesday, February 7th, 8:30 - 4:00pm 
Where: Students meet at the School Board Office and will get bussed to Martini Film Studios 
What: An opportunity for students to get an insider look into the many professions within the film and television 
industry. 
Applications are due: January 26th to Ms. Stuive 
Students can get an application form from Ms. Stuive in the counselling centre.  
*Note: Students need to apply and if their application is accepted, they will be notified. 
 
Youth Train Professional Cook Workshop (Grades 10-11 Students) 
When: Tuesday, January 30th, 2024, 10:00 - 12:00pm 
Where: Walnut Grove Secondary School 
What: An opportunity for students to learn about Langley's Youth Train in Trades Professional Cook 1 Program. 
Engage in some hands-on activities with current students and ask questions about what it might be like pursuing a 
career in the professional cook industry. 
Students can get an application form from Ms. Stuive in the counselling centre.  
Applications are due: January 25th to Ms. Stuive 
Limited spots of 20.  
*Note: For this workshop students are responsible for their own transportation to and from WGSS. 
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Career News – cont’d  
 
Registration is now open for the Youth Train in Trades and ECE Academic Dual Credit program info sessions.  
 
Youth Train in Trades Information Sessions will run from 6:30 - 8:00pm at the respective schools. These information 
nights are intended for parents and students to attend. Register now 
Electrical - February 22nd @DW Poppy Secondary 
Piping/Plumbing - February 27th @Langley Secondary School  
Professional Cook 1 - February 29th @Walnut Grove Secondary School 
Automotive Service Technician - March 4th @ Aldergrove Community Secondary 
Carpentry - March 4th @ Aldergrove Community Secondary 
Hairstylist - March 4th @ Aldergrove Community Secondary 
Landscape Horticulture - February 15th (Virtual-link will be sent to you when you register) 
 
The ECE info session will be taking place at Donna Gabriel Robbins Elementary School on February 13th at 6:30pm. 
Register now  

Registration is not open yet for the Intro to Health Science Info Session as we are waiting on that info from KPU. 

You can NOW apply for the Youth Train in Trades and Academic Dual Credit Programs. Check out the SD35 Career 
Ed website for more information on the specific programs offered and register to attend one of the information 
sessions. Students interested in the Youth Train in Trades and Academic Dual Credit programs are encouraged to 
make an appointment with Ms. Stuive to go over program requirements and application documents. You can book 
an appointment here. Applications will be due early April!  
 
 
See posters on next the pages…. 
  

https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/youth-train-in-trades-virtual-info-sessions-registration/
https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/early-childhood-education-info-session-registration/
https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/opportunities/youth-train-in-trades/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/LSSCounsellingCentre1@sd35.bc.ca/bookings/
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Career News – cont’d 
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Career News – cont’d 
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Career News – cont’d 
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Career News – cont’d 
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Career News – cont’d 
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Learning Commons News 
 
Did you know that all our students have access to the Langley School District's free, online digital library? It's called 

SORA https://soraapp.com/. You can access SORA from any device, anywhere. When you get to the website the 

first time, the fastest way to find your school is to choose "I have a set up code" at the bottom of the screen and 

use the code sd35ca. Students then need to sign in using their school email address and password. Then they can 

browse and borrow e-books and audiobooks. There is lots to choose from! Students can find the link for SORA on 

our LSS website under Learning Commons, or just use soraapp.com. If you like, please see this video for a short 

tutorial: https://youtu.be/bn1poatv3gw?si=BHkDKNEWtTTdsYLy or email Mrs. Lisa Kusick in the library at 

lkusick@sd35.bc.ca. Students are welcome to drop into the library at LSS if they have questions or need help. 

 
  

https://soraapp.com/
https://youtu.be/bn1poatv3gw?si=BHkDKNEWtTTdsYLy
mailto:lkusick@sd35.bc.ca
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Secondary Language Exams 
 
Below is a summary of the Language Challenge Exam information that was sent to all Secondary counsellors this 
week:  
   
Language Challenge Exams - Dates: January 27 & 28, 2024  
   
Application and Registration Timeline:  

• September 2023 – Course challenge applications, guidelines, and specifications to schools.  
• November 3, 2023 – Completed student applications for the challenge process due at the school 

level. (Please double-check to make sure all applications are complete).  
• November 10, 2023 – Completed student applications and cheques to Deborah Zurbuchen Jonker 

due at the SBO.  
• November 17, 2023 – All applications will be delivered to the Delta School District.  
• December 8, 2023 – Cancellation deadline. All requests for cancellation must be made in writing. No 

refunds will be issued, and no changes will be made after December 8.  
• December 2023 – Confirmations by email will be made. If you have not received an email by the end 

of December, please check your junk folder and, if needed, contact pmanuel@deltasd.bc.ca  
• January 27 and 28, 2024 – Language Challenge examination dates (See schedule in the attached 
handbook).  
• March 2024 – Exam results will be mailed out to students and schools.  

   
Here are links to the Student Application Package and Information Package for Counsellors:  
   

Challenge-Exam-Application-Package-2024v3.pdf  
   
 
  

mailto:pmanuel@deltasd.bc.ca
https://langleyschoolsca.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/InstructionalServices/EYbWozVJXUdIoNCCqD0RuywBzUulOpBUKpAHTLL0tESQdA?e=ApDMWr
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Information About School Status During Inclement Weather  
 
Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. So, where do you go to get 
information about the status of schools during periods of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet 
via computer or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed on all school websites 
or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If you don't have internet connectivity but your phone is working, call 
a relative or friend in an area that has not been affected by the storm and ask them to check the district website for 
you. Local radio stations are also informed of school status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, 
Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates.   
  
Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to close is required. Decisions on 
school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As always, it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to 
school based on safety and individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to travel to or 
attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home and report an absence to the school. 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/LangleySchoolDistrict/
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Emergency Procedures & Response 

Health and safety are a priority in the Langley School District. Schools follow emergency procedures to ensure 
students, staff, and any visitors in our schools or sites are safe when unexpected incidents or events happen. At 
the start of every school year, administrators, teachers, and staff review these emergency procedures. Schools 
practice a set number of drills annually in preparation for unexpected situations. The District encourages families 
to become familiar with these staff emergency procedures and the drills that are completed in our schools. You 
can read them in the Staff Emergency Procedures Poster here or find them posted in areas throughout our 
buildings. If you have any questions or concerns about emergency procedures, please get in contact with your 
child’s teacher or administrator. 

See next page for poster/procedures 

 
  

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/10/Staff-Emergency-Procedures-Poster.pdf


Friday, January 19, 2023 Issue #8 

Page 26  
 

 

 

 Chronicle 
 
 
 


